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Welcome 

A warm welcome to everyone for our “out of 
office” gathering service and newsletter.  

  
Letter 

 
It was rather a surprise to be told that we were not to gather for 
worship this Sunday, as we had assumed we would be able to do 
once we made the move to Level 2.  However, the restrictions that 
came with Delta Level 2 have more implications for worship that the 
old Level 2.  Issues such as wearing masks and the 2m distance that 
we have to maintain between us raised questions such as whether 
we could sing in church and how to space 50 people to observe 
physical distancing, and if we could then share communion.  The 
Bishop and others in the Diocesan Office are looking at all the 
implications and we expect to get guidance soon on what we can and 
can’t do. 
 
In the meantime, we are beginning to open our sites for activities; 
the Food Bank at St Ambrose is open and the Op Shop at St Chad’s 
will open this week.  Other activities will re-open as we are able to 
work out how to maintain the scanning, masking, and physical 
distancing requirements.   
 
While some of us are eager for things to get back to normal, others 
are nervous about venturing out; this is a time to be understanding 
and supportive of each other so that each of us can return to life in 
the community as and when we feel confident to do so. 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 
Jesus asks the disciples the most important question we can ever be 
asked.  First, he had asked “Who do other people say I am?” and, 
after they gave a variety of answers, he asked them “But who do you 
say that I am?’” Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.” Each of us 
must answer that question.  We might start with the ‘official’ 
answers that the Church gives but then we must declare that Jesus is 
the Messiah out of a personal conviction that is the basis of our faith 
and that allows us to state our own values and beliefs as Christians.  
How do we answer Jesus’ question ‘Who do you say that I am?” 

 
Service 

  
Gathering of the Community: 
Grace and peace to you from God 
God fill you with truth and joy. 
 
This is the day which the Lord has made 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden; 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
so that we may truly love you 
and worthily praise your holy name; 
through our Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
Amen. 
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God has promised forgiveness 
to all who truly repent, 
turn to Christ in faith 
and are themselves forgiving. 
 
In silence to call to mind our sins. 
 
Let us confess our sins. 
Merciful God, 
we have sinned in what we have thought and said, 
in the wrong we have done 
and in the good we have not done. 
We have sinned in ignorance: 
we have sinned in weakness: 
we have sinned through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry. 
We repent and turn to you. 
Forgive us, for our Saviour Christ’s sake, 
and renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
Hear the word of God to all. God shows love for us in that 
while we were yet sinners Christ died for us.  Amen. 

 
Sentence and Collect 

 
Sentence: 
Those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who 
lose their life for the sake of the gospel will save it.   
     Mark 8: 35 
 

 
 
 
 

Collect: 
Almighty God, 
you are Alpha and Omega, beginning and end, 
the Word made flesh. 
Grant us the courage to take up our cross, 
and bear it gladly for the sake of the gospel, 
risking mockery and rejection, 
following the example of Jesus. 
Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.    Amen.   

 

 
 

 
 

 
First Reading:  Proverbs 22: 1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
 
Second Reading:  James 2: 1-10, 14-17 
 
Gospel:   Mark 8: 27-38 

 

Mark 8: 27-38 
 
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; 
and on the way he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say that I 
am?’ And they answered him, ‘John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; 
and still others, one of the prophets.’ He asked them, ‘But who do 
you say that I am?’ Peter answered him, ‘You are the Messiah.’ And 
he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

The Bible Readings for today – 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Proverbs 1: 20-33  James 3: 1-12  

Mark 7: 24-37 
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Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and 
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all 
this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.’ 
 
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want 
to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 
gospel, will save it. For what will it profit them to gain the whole 
world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for 
their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy 
angels.’ 

 
 

Reflection  
 
I recall my father quoting to me once, when I was deeply regretting 
something I said in haste out of frustration, a saying which fitted the 
occasion perfectly.  It was: ‘There are three things that you cannot 
get back: the spoken word, the spent arrow, and the neglected 
opportunity.’ 
 
Words can be a great danger, can’t they?  We speak them without 
giving a thought as to how they will sound to others, we shoot them 
off as a response to feelings of hurt, and – at times – we deliberately 
use them to knock someone down out of envy or spite.  At these 

times what we say, those words that we use, are often not a true 
representation of what we feel deep down but are a reaction to 
something that has wounded us. 
 
Words can be a great blessing, can’t they?  How often we have been 
comforted by kind words said at a time of distress, warmed by words 
of friendship, and blessed by words of faith that have strengthened 
our own.  And – at times – we have used such words to others out of 
love and concern for something they are experiencing and out of 
gratitude for kindness shown to us. 
 
Do you remember the childhood saying that we would sometimes 
say to someone saying hurtful things to us?  ‘Sticks and stones may 
break my bones but names will never hurt me.’  It was at least a 
response to someone who was quicker to think of insults than us, but 
I never found it particular comforting to say.  And neither do I find 
that it is true.  The memories of things that others said to hurt us can 
stay with us for years and are prone to coming back to pain us afresh 
at times when we are suffering.  And when we are feeling low and 
inadequate then the things that we have said to others in the past 
come back to push us further down.   
 
Given the power of words then, the passage from the letter of James 
gives us a very strong warning about misuse of the tongue.  It’s a very 
relatable passage isn’t it?  It speaks as much to us now as it did to 
those who heard it first read. How easily our tongues can cause 
trouble when used indiscriminately, whether carelessly or 
deliberately.  v.9-10 says ‘With it we bless the Lord and Father, and 
with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God.  From the 
same mouth come blessing and cursing’.  Words that I can 
immediately identify with.  In spite of best intentions and the 
determination never again to speak without thought - or in anger –
such words come out the next time someone irritates us. 
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In our gospel reading, Jesus has reached a turning point in his earthly 
ministry.  He reaches Caesarea Philippi, the most northern point of 
his journeying, and now he will commence the journey to Jerusalem 
and – eventually – his death.  And as well as a new direction as to 
where he is going, he will now focus his teaching on the disciples to 
prepare them for what will happen in Jerusalem.  His starting point of 
his teaching is the question he poses to them as to who they think he 
is.  The preliminary question asks who others say he is and to this he 
gets a variety of answers, all of which he probably could have guess.  
Elijah, John the Baptist, another of the prophets – all reasonable 
guesses, but we can tell that the disciples do not think along these 
lines. 
 
Ever since Jesus walked across the water to where they were tossing 
around in their boats, at the mercy of the wind and waves, and 
calmed the storm, they have been wrestling with the question that 
they asked then ‘Who is this, that even the wind and the waves obey 
him?’ (Mark 4: 41).  And they have come to realise that he is more 
than Elijah or John the Baptist or a prophet; so, when Jesus asks them 
‘Who do you say that I am’ Peter is able to reply on behalf of them all 
‘You are the Messiah’.   
 
Positive words indeed!  Peter is using his tongue for words that build 
up, making a statement of faith that blesses God by the identification 
of Jesus as Messiah.  Jesus’ teaching is off to a good start, I guess we 
could say that the disciples have passed the first test, having come to 
recognise and proclaim him for who he truly is. 
 
That is a point we all must come to in our spiritual journey.  Actually, 
rather than arriving at that point, it is more the starting point for a 
personal faith journey.  We might have inherited a faith that our 
parents showed us and that tradition is a grounding and enriching 

thing to have, but for it to continue to carry us through life we have 
to own it for ourselves and make such a statement of faith as Peter 
did.   
 
All too often people have used negative words to instruct people in 
what faith means.  They use words of judgement and even hate to 
tell people what they must do to be considered a Christian and to 
exclude people who do not adhere to the same articles of faith as 
they do.  But words that show the glory and the depth of love that 
we find in God through Jesus build others up much more so than 
frightening them into any statement of faith. 
 
Peter erred with his next exchange with Jesus though, didn’t he?  
Jesus began to teach them in earnest about how his journey in 
Jerusalem was going to end.  It must have been so hard to accept; 
even we, viewing it from the post-resurrection reality, find it hard to 
hear and accept each Lent as we walk that journey.  And there was 
no precedent for the disciples to link it to – this was all contrary to 
how a Messiah would behave or be treated.  To think of Jesus coming 
to such an ignoble end, which they would know involved great 
suffering, was not to be borne.  We can understand why Peter would 
want to rebuke Jesus for even thinking that way. 
 
Negative words, they turned out to be.  Rather than shake Jesus into 
a more positive frame of mind, they caused him to rebuke Peter in 
turn.  It is not for anyone to frustrate God’s gift to the world by 
watering down Jesus’ ministry – or try to talk him out of it.  Instead 
they are to get behind him and follow rather than standing in the 
way.  Get behind him and follow in this radical way of salvation that is 
going to upend all expectations of what a Messiah is and how God’s 
Kingdom is going to be brought into the world.  
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We have all seen how negative, inflammatory words have led to 
rioting or violence as someone seeks to influence people in their way 
of thinking – and always to the benefit of the speaker. 
 
But we have also seen how inspiration words that seek not personal 
gain or glory but to spread the love of God’s Kingdom can lead to 
unity and blessing and to the overturning of structures and 
institutions that oppress. 
 
Are my words positive or negative?  Or perhaps I will be more 
realistic and ask if my words are mainly positive or negative? Well, 
the passage from James is best read to the end of that chapter 
because, having expressed strongly how the tongue is such a danger 
and it is not really possible to tame it, the passage goes on to 
encourage the seeking of wisdom.  We heard in the first reading how 
people seemed to have stopped seeking wisdom and were instead 
following their own desires; now in James we are exhorted to seek 
out heavenly wisdom.  In seeking wisdom, we become comfortable 
with ourselves and what we have and less inclined to resent others 
and what they may have in either ability or possessions.   
 
And when we know ourselves well, we know the things that can be a 
danger to us; perhaps because they have the potential to cause us to 
be envious or resentful or judgmental.  At those times we then know 
to be on the alert and to avoid those negative words that can wound 
others and to cause us regret when we look back at them.   
 
May your journey, begun with the declaration that Jesus is the 
Messiah, be one of blessing and excitement and purpose; and may 
your never be hurt – or be the cause of hurt – through sticks or 
stones or name calling, because you know that you are the beloved 
of God. 

 

 
 
Prayers of the People 
  
Prayer is offered with thanksgiving and intercession for 
- the universal Church and the local Church 
- the world and our nation 
- the local community and the community of heaven 

- those in need, and our ministries. 

  
Please make your own prayers based on the above.  

 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
are yours now and for ever.   Amen.  
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Closing prayer: 

 
Jesus, Lord of the journey, 
we thank you 
that you set your face firmly towards Jerusalem,  
with a single eye and a pure intent,  
knowing what lay ahead but never turning aside. 
 
Jesus, Word of God, 
we thank you that you entered the heart 
of the disciples and they called you Messiah. 
May that be our claim and our witness 
as we go out into your world.   Amen. 

 
  

 

Humour: 
 
Test your intelligence – answers next week. 

1. Johnny's mother had three children. The first child was named 
April. The second child was named May. What was the third child's 
name? 

2. There is a clerk at the butcher shop who is five feet ten inches tall 
and wears size 13 sneakers. What does he weigh? 

3. Before Mt. Everest was discovered, what was the highest 
mountain in the world 

4. How much dirt is there in a hole that measures two feet by three 
feet by four feet? 

5. What word in the English language is always spelled incorrectly? 

6. Billy was born on December 28th, yet his birthday is always in the 
summer. How is this possible? 

7. In California, you cannot take a picture of a man with a wooden 
leg. Why not? 

8. What was the President’s name in 1975?  

9. If you were running a race and you passed the person in 2nd place, 
what place would you be in now? 

10. If a farmer has 5 haystacks in one field and 4 haystacks in the 
other field, how many haystacks would he have if he combined them 
all in another field? 
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Notices: 
 

1. Do you want to listen to some hymns on a Sunday while in 
isolation? 
 
Then watch Praise Be on Sunday morning on TVNZ 1 at 
7.45am to 8.15am; but please note that the time as shown 
here can change from week to week by up to 15 minutes.  
(You can always catch the programme an hour later by going 
to Sky channel 501, or Freeview channel 6.)  There is also  
Hymns on Sunday on RNZ Concert program (Freeview 51, Sky 
422, IHeartRADIO) at 7.30 am to 8.00 am. 
 

2. This Sunday a Service of the Word done by the parish is 
available on YouTube and a link to it was sent to all those for 
whom we have an email address.  It is an expanded version of 
this printed service.  If you would like to receive future emails 
with the link in then please advise Brenda 
(brendabonnett@gmail.com) of your email address. 
 

3. The Parish has its own website, please visit it on 
www.linwood-aranuianglicanparish.com  - comments can be 
directed to Deacon Anne (email anne.adrian@xtra.co.nz).  
 

4. St Ambrose Church also has a Facebook page – go to 
https://www.facebook.com/stambrosearanui/ and check out 
the regular postings to that site. 
 

5. The Anglican Mission Board is promoting a ‘Get one, give 
one’ scheme to help people in third world countries get a 
Covid vaccine.  Information can be found at this link: 
https://givealittle.co.nz/fundraiser/get-one-give-one 
 

6. Although we are now in Level 2 services today are still via 
YouTube or by the printed copy.  The Diocesan Office is 
working through what the implications of the various 
requirements of masks, physical distancing, limit of numbers 
etc. will have on how (or whether) we can sing in church, or 
receive communion.  Once we have direction from our Bishop 
we will work towards being able to gather together for 
worship in some form. 
 

7. The Food Bank at St Ambrose is now open on the usual days 
of Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 10am to noon.  
However the Café remains closed for the moment.   
 

 
 

 

PARISH DIRECTORY for Linwood - Aranui   

      

Priest in Charge: Rev’d Brenda Bonnett 354 4509 

    021 114 7286 

Deacon: Rev’d Anne Russell-Brighty 384 8396 

    027 436 6828 

Priest: Rev’d Felicity O’Brien 388 2748 

    021 184 8756 

Priest’s Warden: Max Joines 384 1934 

People’s Warden: Linda Morgan 022 198 9645 

      

Office – at St Chad’s:  389 5833 

Email: linwoodstchads@gmail.com   

  
Office – at St Ambrose:  388 6699 
Email: stambrose@xtra.co.nz   
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